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Summary of Major Activities and Accomplishments:

Activities centered on working collaboratively with the other regional resource centers to:

· revise the practitioner needs assessment and professional development mapping survey for requesting OMB clearance
· create databases for the data collection, state and national partnerships and conferences. 
· develop a PowerPoint and supporting documentation for a regional resource center session at state/regional conferences

The co-directors attended the second meeting of the Institute regional resource centers and collections in March where updates were shared. 

The LINCS grantees discussed status of collections selection criteria, points of contact for national organizations and conferences, and successful presence at COABE—sessions and exhibit. RRC1 submitted proposals to ProLiteracy Worldwide Conference on behalf of the Institute for post-conference on evidence-based practice and regional resource center session and have initiated contact with American Library Association for promoting LINCS during selected sessions and venues in June
The database for tracking partnerships, trainings, and contacts is being tested; fields for state conferences are being added. Input forms for the needs assessment and mapping survey are in a draft stage; the final versions are needed before the databases can be developed.

T. Ponder and K. Beall attended the Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE) conference, staffed the exhibit, presented sessions, and made contacts with state directors and professional developers from their region. State/regional conference and partnership work includes:
· Wisconsin Literacy—contracted with S. Levy to present session on research using health literacy curriculum and pre-planning breakouts for regional action planning at the Wisconsin Health Literacy Summit on June 21

· New England Literacy Resource Center—K. Beall participating on practitioner task force for planning learner persistence project

· Indiana Div. of Adult Education—provided information and resources for health literacy and financial literacy initiatives

We’ve updated our list of state conferences with current dates and contact information and are using it to determine potential participation.

Plan for Work to Be Completed in the Next Quarter:

Once OMB clearance is established, we will conduct surveys and research for mapping the professional development systems of the region’s states and develop the online practitioner needs assessment.  Once the survey is tested, we’ll work with state partners to encourage practitioners to complete it.

We will continue to promote the Institute and its products at strategic state and regional institutes/meetings—Missouri Valley Adult Education Association, Ohio Association of Adult and Continuing Education, and Indiana Association of Adult and Continuing Education. We’re contacting state conference planners to solicit free resource tables for distributing materials and flyers that promote the Institute’s products.
Initial contacts to potential partners will be made once the mapping is sufficiently completed to anticipate where the resource center might match state initiatives or priorities. We’ll also respond to requests from state partners for professional development and technical assistance.
Problems Resolved/Needing Resolution:

The Institute agreed to seeking OMB clearance in order conduct the mapping and needs assessment in a thorough manner.  Recognizing that although this delays the timelines for the work of the resource centers, a thorough needs assessment will help the Institute and the LINCS system better determine new initiatives and support adult educators.

It appears that the regional dissemination plan and partnership planning will be delayed six to nine months. Contacting state partners before the plans are finalized is awkward as we don’t have the authority to offer professional development resources. We’re requesting further guidance in this area and a simple and timely process for our work with state partners.
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