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Overview:   

The LINCS Program Planning Resource Collection includes the areas of assessment, learning disabilities, and program improvement.  The staff is Kim Chaney-Bay (Content Development Partner for program improvement component), Marie Cora (Content Development Partner for assessment component and Moderator of Assessment Discussion List), Rochelle Kenyon (Moderator of Learning Disabilities Discussion List), Aaron Kohring (Content Development Partner for learning disabilities component), and Jean Stephens (Project Director).

During the second quarter of the second year of the project, the primary focus has been the continued input into the web site for the collections, development of background documents for the three topic areas, and review of materials for the collections.
Activities this Quarter:

Joint work with all collections

· Monthly phone calls with all collections.
· Participated in quarterly conference call for Collections and Resource Centers.

· COABE presentation was accepted.

· Review of draft web pages for Resource Collections
· Continued discussion/work on glossary.

· Assisted in planning of networking reception for expert reviewers at COABE

Program Planning Collection
· COABE presentation was accepted:  “The New LINCS Program Planning Collection.”

· For all three topic areas, possible resources are continuously being researched and reviewed.  Some resources do not make the first cut; for the ones that do, profiles are written and the resources sent to expert reviewers.
· The collection maintained LD and Assessment Discussion Lists.  (Separate quarterly reports submitted to the Institute.)

· Learning Disabilities:

· LD coordinator reviewed 7 resources and selected 3 to be considered for inclusion in the Collection.  Continued to prepare profiles for resources passing the first cut criteria.

· Sent resource review materials for 3 resources to 2 expert reviewers to complete second cut.

· Contacts/referrals by phone or email: 4

· Priscilla Carmen, Barb Van Horn, and LD Coordinator completed a second draft of the Adult Literacy Education Background Document.

· Program Improvement
· Completed draft of program improvement background document.

· Sent 5 approved resource profiles to Jo for posting on the Collection website.

· Preparing additional profiles for documents passing first cut criteria.

· Completed summary report of expert reviewer feedback from alpha/beta testing.
· Began reviewing all background documents with Barb Van Horn.

· Assessment:

-
recruited 2 new expert reviewers; sent names for approval

-
reviewed/collected 17 resources for consideration

-
selected 6 resources to prepare for expert reviews (most are short, hands-on, classroom 
activities written by teachers)

Next Steps:

In the third quarter of Year 2, the following activities are planned:

· Continue researching and reviewing resources.
· Complete drafts of background documents for all three topics: Assessment, Program Improvement, and Learning Disabilities.

· Submit resources to reviewers, using the approved Selection Criteria.
· Expand number of resources approved for the collection.

· Attend joint LINCS staff meeting in New Orleans in April.

· Attend COABE in April; make presentation on collection and assist with vendor booth
Challenges:

Discussions continue on the overview and in-depth trainings the collections are charged to do.  There continues to be concern on how much training can be done before the actual websites are up and populated with resources.
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