EVIDENCE-BASED ADULT EDUCATION





Evidence-based adult education combines evidence from


research and evaluation, 


and


from professional wisdom  (practitioner knowledge and expert opinion)


to develop effective models of practice.








BASIC RESEARCH 





Many research studies using many methodologies to address a variety of questions
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BASIC RESEARCH FINDINGS lead to evidence-based knowledge that can be used to build adult education models for different learner populations that share common elements: 


Recruitment, Intake/Orientation, Instruction, Accountability, and Reengagement.
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APPLIED RESEARCH





Models are tested through EVALUATION on how well they achieve stated goals. These evaluations should use the most rigorous methods possible. The hierarchy of rigor for evaluation methods is:





Experimental   - employs two identical groups of participants that are randomly assigned to treatment and control groups.





Quasi-experimental  - employs treatment and comparison groups that are not randomly assigned but appear identical, though they may have unseen differences. 





Correlational with statistical controls  - employs treatment and comparison groups that are not identical, but researchers use statistics to control for differences that may be important.





Correlational without statistical controls -  employs treatment and comparison groups that are different, but researchers assume that the differences may not be important, since the sample (the students in the study) is usually large. 





Case study - may employ only a treatment group and assumes that differences among participants are not important or are obvious, since the sample is usually small.











PRACTITIONER KNOWLEDGE





is developed in the process of implementing and evaluating models (and in other adult education practice) and can be used:





To refine the models and the elements





and





To raise new questions that can be addressed through basic and applied research.
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Field research validating EFF Standards








Case studies on adults’ literacy practices








Survey of ABE teachers’


experiences








National Adult Literacy Survey








Observational study of classroom practices








Experimental study of an instructional technique








Statistical study of GED income outcomes








 Family Literacy








 Beginning ESOL








 GED Preparation











