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Learner Persistence in Adult Basic Education Study Circle: Outline

Session One

OBJECTIVES:     (
Participants will get to know one another and learn how the Study Circle will be run, including setting ground rules for participation.

· Participants will discuss how the issue of learner persistence affects their classrooms and programs.

· Participants will discuss issues in the readings about the topic.

· Participants will experience gathering information on forces affecting learner persistence.


10 minutes
1.
Welcome and Introductions 

10 minutes
2.
Purpose of the Study Circle, Session One Objectives, and Agenda  

20 minutes
3. 
Participant Expectations and Group Norms

35 minutes
4. 
Your Experience in Relation to the Topic

15 minutes

BREAK

50 minutes
5. 
Discussion of First Readings 

30 minutes
6. 
Learners’ Force Field: Brainstorming Forces 

10 minutes
7. 
Evaluation, Readings for Session Two, and Closure 


Session Two

OBJECTIVES:    (
 Participants will gain a deeper understanding of three perspectives on learner motivation, retention and persistence. 

(
Participants will reflect on strategies for increasing learner persistence.

· Participants will compare educators’ and learners’ ideas on forces that affect learner persistence.


10 minutes
1.
Welcome, Session Two Objectives, and Agenda 

45 minutes
2.
Key Concepts From the Readings 

15 minutes

BREAK

50 minutes
3.
Increasing Persistence: Discussing Strategies From the Research


45 minutes
4.
NCSALL Persistence Study: Comparing Educator’s Ideas With Learners’ Ideas of Forces That Improve or Hinder Persistence

15 minutes
5.
Evaluation, Readings for Session Three, and Closure


Session Three

OBJECTIVES:     (   Participants will gain a greater understanding of the forces that support and hinder learner persistence, and of how to discuss with their own learners the forces that affect them.

· Participants will discuss ways of addressing learner motivation, retention, and persistence in their classroom/program. 

· Participants will continue generating a list of practical ideas for addressing learner motivation, retention, and persistence. 


10 minutes
1.
Welcome, Session Three Objectives, and Agenda

45 minutes
2.
Review Activities for Hearing From Learners
30 minutes
3.
Four Supports for Learner Persistence

20 minutes     4.    Sponsors as Support for Learner Persistence

15 minutes

BREAK

25 minutes
5.
Strategies and Resources for Addressing Learner Persistence 

25 minutes
6.
Sharing Learning with Others and Next Steps


10 minutes
   7.     Final Evaluation
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Session 1 - Preparation





�  Newsprints  (Prepare ahead of time)





___ Purpose of NCSALL Study Circles  (p.17)


___ Objectives for Session One  (p.18)


___ Session One Agenda  (p.18)


___ Discussion Questions: Strategies  (p.20)


___ Techniques for Improving Learner Persistence  (p.21)


___ Analysis Questions  (p.22)


___ GOAL: Learners Continuing to Pursue Their Educational Goals  (p.23)


___Three Barriers to Learner Persistence  (p.24)


___ Useful ( How To Improve  (p.25)





( Handouts  (Make copies for each participant. These handouts are in Appendix C)





___ Handout E: “Sample Ground Rules”





___ Handout F: “Readings for Session Two”








( Readings  


(Make a few extra copies of Readings #1 and #2 for participants who forget to bring theirs. These readings are in Appendix B.)





___ Reading #1: “Power, Literacy, and Motivation”


   


___ Reading #2: “Getting into Groups”





[Prepare one copy for each participant of Readings #3 - #5. These readings are in Appendix C.]





___ Reading  #3: “The K-12 School   Experiences of High School Dropouts”





___ Reading #4: “Stopping Out, Not Dropping Out” 





___ Reading #5: “Getting to Class and Completing a Semester Is Tough”








Materials


___ Blank newsprint sheets


___ Newsprint easel


___ Markers, pens, tape
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