What Practitioners Say about Research 

Quotes from NCSALL’s Practitioner Dissemination and Research Network Report

Practitioners as Consumers of Research:

Teachers want more knowledge; seeing others around them speak with enthusiasm and excitement about their own research .….  is contagious.

Susan Bubp, Practitioner Leader

As the researchers revealed with each passing hour more of their enthusiasm for the subject matter and respect for practitioner work, the imagined gulf [between researchers and practitioners] disappeared, replaced by genuine discussion on a given research topic. 

Sam Gordenstein, PDRN Staff

I read much more of the research and realized that some research is much more “usable” for practitioners than I had originally thought.

Kristen Tiedeman, Practitioner Leader

To listen and to learn current practices from research has been a great reward.  

Melly Chu Joy, Practitioner Leader

At the beginning of each new semester, I share with my students some research from NCSALL …. I have also shared the research process with my algebra students and have asked them to do a research project of their own.  Even my low-level general science class can see the similarities between the scientific method and the research process.

Pam Meader, Practitioner Leader

Practitioners as Researchers:

Working in PDRN gave me a new appreciation for the relevance research can have and, more importantly, showed me how I could become a “scientific” researcher myself.  Thus, I went from being an empirical, direct experiencer and passive reader of professional research findings to an active researcher.

Tom Smith, Practitioner Leader

The PDRN introduced me to reading research and reflecting on the implications individually and in our small group.  It seemed like a great way to increase my knowledge in a meaningful way.  Probably the most valuable aspect of my experience was recognizing and accepting “research into practice” and “practice into research.”

Kerren Vallone, Practitioner Leader

I’ve become more introspective about my practice and more aware of what other teachers are discovering in their own informal research.

Susan Bubp, Practitioner Leader

Practitioner research is incredibly important. It’s a way to make research useful to teachers.  They are answering questions with a structure that allows them to explore.

New England State Team Member
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