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	April 24, 2007

	
	


Contracting Office Address

National Institute for Literacy

1775 I Street NW, Suite 730, Washington, DC 20006 United States

Description

This is a NOTICE OF INTENT that The National Institute for Literacy (the Institute) intends to award a simplified acquisition on a sole- source basis to the RAND Corporation for the management of a blind peer review of the National Early Literacy Panel (NELP) Report and to serve as editor of the final draft of the report and writer of the executive summary.  This action is being processed in accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1), Simplified Acquisition Procedures, Soliciting from a single source. 

The RAND corporation is a non-profit institution with a 60-year history of dedication to high-quality and objective research and analysis. Across a broad range of subjects, RAND research is characterized by its independence, objectivity, and nonpartisanship; its empirical foundation; its high quality, scientific rigor, and interdisciplinary approach; and its dedication to improving policymaking on the major issues of the day. RAND Corporation has experience conducting external peer reviews and also conducts periodic external and internal reviews of its body of research. RAND Corporation staff have written and edited numerous reports, briefings, and publications, across a broad range of subjects, which includes the fields of education and child policy. 

The Institute believes that the RAND Corporation has the necessary technical expertise and experience to provide this service and has a unique ability that meets the Government’s needs.

The tasks to be completed through this simplified acquisition include:

· Managing the blind peer review process, to include selecting peer reviewers; collecting and summarizing comments and recommendations received from the peer review panel; serving as point of contact between peer review panel members and NELP panel members; 

· Writing the executive summary of the NELP Report

· Editing the final NELP Report;

This is a simplified acquisition with an estimated value of less than $25,000. This is not a request for proposals and there is no solicitation available. The proposed contract action is for services for which the Government intends to negotiate and award with only one source under the authority of FAR 13.106. 

Any firm that believes it has the capabilities to perform this work is requested to submit a 5-page capability statement including to Andrea Grimaldi, Senior Program Officer, Early Childhood Literacy, The National Institute for Literacy, 1775 I Street NW, suite 730, Washington, DC 20006. Telephone and electronic requests or inquiries will not be accepted. The statement shall include the following: name, address, point of contact, telephone number, business size, and a statement regarding capability to provide the specified procurement describing the firm's experience conducting a formal and rigorous peer review; content area expertise in early childhood reading and literacy; and experience editing and writing executive summaries of reports of national significance.. 

 Any responses received as a result of this notice of intent shall be considered solely for the purpose of determining whether to conduct a competitive procurement. Responses will not be considered as either proposals, bids or quotes.  

All responses received within thirty calendar days after the date of publication of this synopsis will be considered by the Government. A determination by the Contracting Officer not to compete this proposed action based on the responses to this notice is solely within the discretion of the Contracting Officer.

Point of Contact

Andrea Grimaldi, Senior Program Officer, Early Childhood Literacy, The National Institute for Literacy, Phone: 202-233-2036, Fax: 202-233-2050, email: agrimaldi@nifl.gov
