MEDI A ADVI SORY

(YOUR COVMUNI TY) CELEBRATES | NTERNATI ONAL LI TERACY DAY

Contact: (your Public Information officer)

Phone:

A local/(group of local) (comunity/literacy/education) organization(s) wll sponsor (name event

or, if nmore than one, the biggest event) on (date) to celebrate International Literacy Day.

This event/(these events), planned by (name organi zations), seeks/(seek) to focus attention on the

fundanental role of literacy in all aspects of (comunity's/state's) well-being. 1t/ (they)
pronot es/ (pronote) public awareness of the inportance of basic literacy skills for all people,
provi des/ (provide) information about local literacy prograns for adults and famlies, and

encour ages/ (encourage) potential students, tutors, and sponsors to participate in prograns this
fall

(I'nsert quote fromlocal literacy organi zer stressing the inportance of comunity-w de support for
i mproving residents' literacy).
(The event/s) will take place at (tine) at (location). (Provide further details on event/events).

The public is invited to (observe/participate).

(I'f possible, add information about specific literacy achievenents and needs in the
community/state. To find statistics about literacy needs at the state |evel, contact your state
director of Adult Basic Education or search on-line at http://ww. nifl.gov/reders/reder.htm This
site allows you to search a database created with information fromthe National Adult Literacy
Survey to find out the nunber of residents with lowliteracy skills in your city, county,

state, and Congressional district.)

International Literacy Day, celebrated every September 8, was first sponsored by the United
Nati ons Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO in 1965. Today, comunities
and countries throughout the world observe International Literacy Day in a variety of ways.

The National Literacy Act defines literacy as "an individual's ability to read, wite, and speak
in English, conpute and solve problens at |evels of proficiency necessary to function on the job
and in society, to achieve one's goals and devel op one's know edge and potential." The 1992
National Adult Literacy Survey found that between 20 and 22 nillion Americans could not acconplish
basi ¢ reading and math tasks. Another 45 to 50 million adults could read and do nath with nore
ease, but could still greatly benefit fromnore education. Yet in 1997, according to to the US
Department of Education, only slightly nore than 4 million adults, or fewer than 10 percent of
adults without a high school diploma or GED, were enrolled in federally-funded adult basic
education, secondary education and English as a Second Language (ESL) prograns.

For Fiscal Year 2001, the federal government has provided $540 nmillion to the states for literacy
and adult education prograns, which the Departnent of Education expects will |everage about one
billion dollars in state and | ocal spendi ng.

(Consi der getting quotes from other community | eaders such as the mayor, business |eaders, schoo
adm nistrators, or comunity devel opment officials about the inmportance of adult learning to the
overall quality of life for individuals, famlies, businesses in the comunity/state).

(Attach a list of local organizations that offer adult basic education and GED cl asses. |nclude
address, phone nunber, contact person, class tinmes and regi stration schedul es.)
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