Oregon Adult Education Instructor Chosen for Professional Development Opportunity in the Ring of Fire
NOAA Ocean Explorer Research Mission:  Submarine Ring of Fire 2006—Mariana Arc

The upcoming NOAA-Explorer expedition "Submarine Ring of Fire 2006 – Mariana Arc" sails from Guam on April 18, 2006.   Joining the scientists and crew aboard the R/V Melville is Lori Savage, an instructor at Rogue Community College, Grants Pass, Oregon.   Lori teaches math, science and life skills classes to teenagers and adults who are working to obtain their General Educational Development (GED) certificates.
During this research mission, scientists will explore the active undersea volcanoes of the Mariana Arc.  The expedition ends May 13, 2006, in Yokohama, Japan.  Students, instructors, and the general public can follow this mission and learn about the scientific research on the Ocean Explorer interactive website (http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/06fire/welcome.html).  The website includes background information, live mission logs updated during the expedition, slideshows and videos, and an education module featuring lesson plans and links to other resources.  
You can write to Lori Savage or other scientists while they are at sea by using the "Ask an Explorer" button on the Ocean Explorer website.  Using the website, Lori will have a unique opportunity to connect “real time” ocean exploration with adult learners and the general public. 

Lori Savage is a participant in the Oregon Ocean Sciences and Math Collaborative Project.  This project, now in its second year, delivers professional development through a series of institutes for instructors who teach in federally-funded Adult Basic Education (ABE) and Adult Secondary Education (ASE) programs administered through the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development.  The website for educational support of our program and our participating teachers at sea is "Ocean Science Station" http://literacyworks.org/ocean.  Partners in this project are the College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences, Oregon State University; Oregon Sea Grant; the Hatfield Marine Science Center; and the Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development. 
In this year-long program, instructors learn about ocean sciences and integrate these themes into their classroom instruction.  Themes include ocean and earth processes, human impacts on the marine environment, and the application of technology in research.   This project provides the instructors and their adult learners with a compelling and relevant focus for strengthening general literacy and numeracy skills and gaining the knowledge necessary for work, further education, family self-sufficiency, and community involvement.  

Fourteen adult basic instructors are participating in this year's professional development project.  They represent such diverse instructional programs as workforce training (pre-employment), workplace education, adult basic education, adult secondary education, English to Speakers of Other Languages, Family Literacy, and corrections education. 
