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“The findings in this report acknowledge the degree to which immigrants fulfill their civic responsibilities.”  Randy Capps, Senior Research Associate, The Urban Institute

“This report provides important documentation of the tremendous contributions that immigrants make to our region."   Terri Lee Freeman, President, Community Foundation for the National Capital Region 

“The analysis provides an unprecedented economic profile of the hundreds of thousands of immigrants in the Washington DC metropolitan region.”  Doug Rivlin, National Immigration Forum

The Washington Area Partnership for Immigrants, a funding collaborative of the Community Foundation for the National Capital Region, is pleased to release Civic Contributions: Taxes Paid by Immigrants in the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area.
This report highlights key findings from research conducted by the Urban Institute on federal, state and local taxes paid by immigrant households living in the Washington DC metropolitan region.  Based on research by Jeff Passel of the Pew Hispanic Center, Michael Fix of the Migration Policy Institute, and Randy Capps of the Urban Institute, this report utilizes data from the 2000 Census and the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2004 Current Population Survey to draw a demographic profile of the immigrant community and to estimate tax contributions of immigrant households.  

This analysis provides an unprecedented economic profile of the hundreds of thousands of immigrants in the Washington region.  The study highlights the large proportion of local, state, and federal taxes collected from immigrants regionally, yielding data that document the vital role immigrants play in our regional economy.  In the midst of the current national debate on immigration, these facts challenge us to acknowledge and honor the degree to which immigrants fulfill their civic responsibilities as members of our communities.  These findings provide valuable information to community leaders, employers, public servants elected officials and area residents who have been responding to the challenges and opportunities presented by immigration throughout the region.  For business and philanthropic representatives, these findings recognize the large economic contribution of immigrants and reinforce the need for investment in our region’s immigrant communities.

The key findings from this report indicate that in 1999-2000, immigrant households comprised 21 percent of the households in the Washington DC metropolitan region and:

· Had $29.5 billion in total income, or 19 percent of the income generated by all households locally.

· Paid $9.8 billion in federal, state and local taxes, of which $1 billion was paid by households headed by undocumented immigrants or immigrants who held Temporary Protective Status (TPS).
  

· Paid 18 percent of the region’s total taxes, even though immigrant households had lower incomes on average than non-immigrant households ($78,000 versus $88,000).

· Contributed almost a quarter of the local taxes collected to support public services such as schools and health care, in the region’s two largest jurisdictions: Montgomery County, MD, and Fairfax County, VA.
The report concludes with a set of recommendations for action on specific policies and programs including adult education, integration programs, and work authorization programs.  These recommendations are directed at policymakers and key stakeholders to better inform immigration policy regionally. 

For additional information on this study, or for copies of the report, please contact Ben Murphy, Program Associate, at bmurphy@cfncr.org or 202-263-4765.
� Researchers identified undocumented immigrants in the Census based on their characteristics, such as age, gender, length of U.S. residency, country of origin, and employment patterns.  TPS immigrants were granted temporary work permits (generally for 12-18 months) based on civil war, natural disasters and other conditions in their home countries.   TPS and undocumented immigrants share similar countries of origin and other characteristics.  In the Washington, D.C., area, the vast majority of TPS immigrants are from El Salvador.





