Tuesday, 3/20/07 Citizenship Symposium

· Approximately by the Summer of 2008 everyone will need to use the new citizenship test
· Currently there are 144 questions for the pilot; these will be narrowed down to 100

· El Civics – federal definition includes instruction on: content for citizenship preparation; civics education including government and history content

· Now -the citizenship testing process consists of a) a speaking test – answering questions form the N400, b) a civics/history test – “100 questions” and c) reading and writing – dictated sentence

· For the new process, the N400 will not change; adjudicators will be trained on how to provide alternate phrasing for complex questions

· There are teaching available now on the web – New Immigrant Guide in 11 languages – download or immigrants can call for a free copy; all applicants are given a cd for listening of quick civics lessons when they get their fingerprints done – these materials are for the current test only

· New materials and resources for teachers will be developed; online training as well as regional trainings across the country for teachers and volunteers will be available
· USDOE has partnered with USCIS to provide professional development for teachers/volunteers

· A standard testing practice will be in affect; adjudicators will receive training on scoring

· The new test is scored using a rubric

· NRS is discussing the possibility of having the goal “Achieve Citizenship” as a core indicator 

· English For All series is being developed for beginners 

· Exploring distance learning for citizenship preparation

