	Strands
	Standards  English Language Learners Will…



	Listening


	1. Comprehend spoken English from a variety of sources for various purposes  

2. Acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of language structure and mechanics to comprehend spoken English

3. Use a variety of strategies to acquire and comprehend spoken English



	Speaking


	1. Express themselves orally in English for a variety of purposes

2. Acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of English language structure and mechanics to produce comprehensible speech in English 

3. Use a variety of strategies to acquire and convey meaning through spoken English



	Reading


	1. Read and comprehend a variety of English texts for various purposes

2. Acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of English language structure and mechanics to read and comprehend written text

3. Use a variety of strategies to comprehend written English



	Writing


	1. Express themselves in written English for a variety of purposes

2. Acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of English language structure and mechanics in writing

3. Use a variety of strategies to acquire language and convey meaning through written English



	Intercultural Knowledge and Skills


	1. Identify and describe the significance of cultural images and symbols—U.S. cultures and their own

2. Analyze everyday behaviors in U.S. cultures and compare and contrast these with their own

3. Identify culturally-determined behavior patterns 

4. Analyze and describe diversity in U.S. cultures

5. Compare and contrast the differences and similarities in the values and beliefs in their own culture and in U.S. cultures

6. Recognize cultural stereotypes—favorable and discriminatory—and describe how they impact their own and others’ behavior

7. Examine their own cultural adjustment process and the personal balance that must be struck between acculturation and preserving their own culture


	Navigating Systems


	1. Describe their needs

2. Identify and locate particular systems connected to the specific needs they have identified 

3. Develop the skills needed to act within these systems to meet their needs 

4. Assess whether these systems have responded to their needs, determine revised steps, and challenge these systems if they choose



	Developing Strategies and Resources for Learning


	1. Develop and use strategies to set and achieve personal goals 

2. Develop and use memory strategies 

3. Develop and use study skills for formal education 

4. Identify and use independent language learning opportunities inside and outside of the classroom 

5. Identify their learning strengths and weaknesses and develop effective personal language learning strategies 

6. Develop and use affective strategies to manage feelings about language learning 

7. Develop and use social strategies for language learning




Understanding the Strand, Standard, and Benchmark Numbering System

This system for organizing strands, standards and benchmarks allows teachers and others to refer to specific ones when they are connecting them to their curriculum, or instruction, or to assessments.  For example:

R2.3b:  Follow punctuation cues when reading aloud

· “R”
The uppercase letter “R” stands for the Strand, in this case 

Reading (L = Listening, S = Speaking, Writing = Writing, IKS 

= Intercultural Knowledge and Skills; NS = Navigating 

Systems, DSRL= Developing Strategies and Resources for 

Learning)

· “2”
The numeral before the dot “2” stands for the number of the 
Standard, in this case Standard 2: English language learners will

 acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of English language 

structure and mechanics to read and comprehend written text

· “3”
The numeral after the dot “3” stands for the Level, in this case

Level 3, or High Beginning (SPL 3)

· “b”
The lower case “b” stands for the Benchmark, in this case: 
Follow punctuation cues when reading aloud
Writing Strand, Standard 1: English language learners will:  Express themselves in written English for a variety of purposes

	Beginning Literacy

SPL 0-1
	Low Beginning

SPL 2
	High Beginning

SPL 3
	Low Intermediate

SPL 4
	High Intermediate 

SPL 5
	Advanced

SPL 6 and above

	Learners who are not literate in their first language or whose first language uses a non-Roman alphabet writing system will take longer to progress through this first level, and perhaps subsequent levels. 

By the end of the level,

W1.1a Generate original statements of personal relevance, following simple models (e.g. My name is ___.  I am from ___.)

W1.1b Write basic personal identification information (e.g. name, address, date of birth) in simplified forms 


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W1.2a Generate original statements on familiar topics, with some support (e.g. likes and dislikes, states of being, brief descriptions:  I like rice; Maria is sick.) 

W1.2b Fill out simplified forms with expanded personal identification information (e.g. place of birth, signature)

W1.2c Write lists (e.g. for shopping, personal schedule, classmates' names and phone numbers) 
W1.2d Write simple answers to basic yes/no or information questions (written or spoken) 
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus

W1.3a Write several related statements on a familiar topic (e.g. I am proud of my children. They work hard in school and they help me at home.) 

W1.3b Fill out simple authentic forms using models (e.g. library card application, school record form)  

W1.3c Write short messages or notes, using models (e.g. phone message with basic information, thank you card, email)


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W1.4a Organize related ideas around a theme (e.g. simple descriptions, narration of events, expressions of feelings) 

W1.4b Fill out simple authentic forms (e.g. bank check, post office change-of-address form)

W1.4c Sequence steps or events, to give instructions, tell a story, or explain a process 

W1.4d Express preferences, and comparisons 
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W1.5a Explain ideas, opinions, problems, or plans in some detail 

W1.5b Fill out authentic forms using models (e.g. job application, medical history, order forms) 
W1.5c Address a familiar audience in writing (e.g. short informal letters to teacher, classmates, colleagues) 


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W1.6a Elaborate ideas in a clear, cohesive passage
W1.6b Describe a procedure (e.g. how to obtain a loan, how to perform a task at work)

W1.6c Address an unfamiliar audience in writing (e.g. letters to editor or legislator, letter of complaint) 

W1.6d Paraphrase or summarize information received orally, graphically, or from a written text



Writing Strand, Standard 2:  English language learners will Acquire vocabulary and apply knowledge of English language structure and mechanics in writing

	Beginning Literacy

 SPL 0-1


	Low Beginning 

SPL 2
	High Beginning 

SPL 3
	Low Intermediate 

SPL 4
	High Intermediate SPL 5
	Advanced ESOL SPL 6 and above

	Learners who are not literate in their first language or whose first language uses a non-Roman alphabet writing system will take longer to progress through this first level and perhaps subsequent levels. 

By the end of the level, 

W2.1a Print upper and lower case letters and numbers 0-100 in legible handwriting 

W2.1b Use vocabulary related to basic information (e.g. street; car; son.) 

W2.1c Stay within lines and boxes when filling out simplified forms

W2.1d Write complete and abbreviated forms of dates, addresses (e.g. September 12, 2005; 9/12/05; Elm St.)
W2.1e Write simple phrases and some simple sentences using simple present tense (e.g. big city; My name is Ada.)

W2.1f Use correct capitalization for personal identification information and beginning of a sentence

W2.1g Write the correct consonant or digraph to show a particular sound (e.g. when teacher says, dog, write “d;” when teacher says the, write “th”)

W2.1h Spell some simple sight words correctly


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus… 

W2.2a Write affirmative sentences, formulaic questions, and all numbers, including those for time and money

W2.2b Use vocabulary related primarily to everyday needs, descriptions and daily activities (e.g. food, health, habits)
W2.2c Write a complete simple sentence (i.e. Subject-predicate)

W2.2d Use basic grammatical structures (e.g. simple present and present continuous verb tenses; common singular and plural nouns; common adjectives) 

W2.2e Use capitalization (e.g. to begin a sentence, proper nouns, dates, addresses) and end punctuation (e.g. periods, and question marks in formulaic questions)

W2.2f Sound out words which follow phonetic rules (e.g. mom, cat, shop) in order to write correct spelling
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus… 

W2.3a Write simple affirmative and negative sentences and questions using correct word order (e.g. I do not eat pork; Where are you from?) 

W2.3b Use vocabulary for targeted topics (e.g. related to home, community, work) 

W2.3c Connect several related sentences (e.g. using transition words, conjunctions, and pronouns) 

W2.3d Use basic grammatical structures with support (e.g. simple future, some common irregular past tense verbs such as was, went, had; articles, direct object pronouns, prepositional phrases; frequency adverbs)
W2.3e Use basic punctuation (e.g. period for abbreviations; commas for series of words)
W2.3f Spell familiar words phonetically (i.e. apply letter/sound relationships to spell simple words) and apply some basic spelling rules (e.g. drop the e when adding -ing)
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus… 

W2.4.a Construct compound sentences using simple conjunctions (e.g. and, or, but) and complex sentences using because or when 

W2.4b Use vocabulary related to topics beyond personal sphere (e.g. local current events, world affairs, cross-cultural discussions)
W2.4c Write a paragraph with a beginning, middle and end, using teacher support

W2.4d Use intermediate grammatical structures (e.g. past continuous and some irregular past verb tenses; comparatives and superlatives)

W2.4e Use quotation marks, commas and apostrophes with support 

W2.4f Demonstrate some control over spelling conventions, word families, common spelling patterns (e.g. silent e;  -tion).
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus… 

W2.5a Construct sentences using a variety of dependent clauses (e.g. I know where he lives; When I eat too much, I get sick.)

W2.5b Use expanded vocabulary that includes abstract nouns (e.g. convenience; luck; diversity) and some common idiomatic expressions (e.g. take care of; count on)

W2.5c Write a paragraph with a clear focus and a beginning, middle, and end

W2.5d Use intermediate grammatical structures (e.g. present perfect, some modals; indirect object pronouns)
2.5e Apply conventional spelling rules (e.g. understand spelling options for long vowel sounds, double consonants with -ed or --ing), or understanding of inflections (e.g. -ness) to spell accurately 


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus… 

W2.6a Use a range of simple, compound and complex sentences 

W2.6b Demonstrate varied and effective word choice and some figurative language (e.g. house vs. home; play it by ear)

W2.6c Write several related, organized paragraphs with an introduction, developed ideas, and conclusion 

W2.6d Use advanced grammatical structures (e.g. present perfect progressive tense, passive voice; participial adjectives; conditionals)  

W2.6e Use punctuation and capitalization correctly




Writing Strand, Standard 3:  English language learners will Use a variety of strategies to acquire language and convey meaning through written English

	Beginning Literacy

(SPL 0-1)


	Low Beginning

SPL 2
	High Beginning

SPL 3
	Low Intermediate

SPL 4
	High Intermediate SPL 5
	Advanced

SPL 6 and above

	By the end of the level,

W3.1a Copy models (of letters, words, phrases, numbers)

W3.1b Record new vocabulary in organized form (e.g. personal dictionary, index cards) and use as a resource when writing

W3.1c Practice writing on lined paper
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W3.2a Practice sentence structure and mechanics by copying sentences and simple, short paragraphs

W3.2b Practice spelling by writing targeted words several times

W3.2c Label objects to recall or reinforce new vocabulary


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W3.3a Practice putting ideas in writing, however minimally 

W3.3b Use invented spelling, words from L1, or other placeholders when writing unfamiliar words in order to keep writing 

W3.4c Attempt to self-correct writing errors when location of errors has been pointed out   

W3.3d Use graphic organizers (e.g. word web, time line) as a way to organize thoughts
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W3.4a Develop ideas through pre-writing activities (e.g. free writing, mind mapping) without stopping to correct grammar or spelling

W3.4b Take risks by writing longer sentences and using new vocabulary 

W3.4c Type written work on word processor/computer to facilitate revising (if they already know how to type)


	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W3.5a Revise successive drafts for clarity (i.e. content and organization) before editing for correctness (spelling, punctuation, grammar) 

W3.5b Take risks by putting complex ideas in writing 

W3.5c Examine and learn about writing from reading well-written / exemplary texts 
	By the end of the level, demonstrate previous benchmarks as needed, plus…

W3.6a Rewrite several drafts of own writing, as needed, basing revisions on feedback from others and from self. (The final draft does not need to be perfect)

W3.6b Attempt to identify and self-edit own errors (e.g. using spell checker, dictionary) in order to develop independent writing




