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Press Release 

Permanent Resident Cards Without Expiration Dates Must Be Replaced

USCIS Proposes Rule Setting 120-day Replacement Period


WASHINGTON—U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced today a proposal to require nearly 750,000 lawful permanent residents carrying “green cards” without an expiration date to replace their current cards.

USCIS published in today’s Federal Register a rule open for public comment that proposes to require lawful permanent residents to apply for a new Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551), commonly referred to as a “green card,” during a 120-day filing period.  The change would allow USCIS to issue more secure permanent resident cards, update cardholder information, conduct background checks, and electronically store applicants’ fingerprint and photographic information. 

Permanent Resident Cards are issued as evidence of the holder’s authorization to live and work in the United States.  In August 1989, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) began issuing new cards with a 10-year expiration date and required residents to apply periodically for a new card.  Between 1979 and 1989, however, the cards were issued without expiration dates.  These are the cards that are the subject of the proposed rule.

The rule proposes that affected lawful permanent residents file an Application to Replace Lawful Permanent Residence Card (Form I-90) in order to replace their current “green card.”  The Form I-90 requires applicants to provide current biographic and biometric (photographs and fingerprint) information.  Application Support Centers across the United States and new automated filing procedures would give USCIS the ability to process a large number of applications during a short period of time.  

In addition to proposing a 120-day filing period, the rule also proposes to remove all references in the regulations to outdated Form I-90 application procedures and correct the title and edition date of Form I-90.

Finally, the rule proposes a mechanism for terminating “green cards” without an expiration date.  Under the rule, USCIS would be able to terminate permanent resident cards without an expiration date via notice in the Federal Register.  More information on this initiative is available in an accompanying Fact Sheet and Questions and Answers notice.

The proposed rule will remain available for public comment at www.regulations.gov until Sept. 21, 2007.  Please visit www.uscis.gov for important information on citizenship and immigration issues.  
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