LESSON – The Family 

As learners enter the class, they see a large picture of a family taped next to four sentences on the board. Learners begin copying the sentences about the family as the teacher circulates, greets them individually, and looks at their homework. 
As they finish copying the story, learners start various tasks:  
· Some help those who were absent in the last class get started on the homework. 

· One learner who was a teacher in her native country helps a classmate sound out words on the board. 
· Others open the zip-lock bags on their tables and, in twos or threes, begin matching family vocabulary and picture cards. 
· Some learners choose to copy vocabulary from the cards while others say sentences to a partner about the pictures. 
Meanwhile, the teacher discretely sits with a small group of learners and picks a few words from the previous lesson to review. The learners might listen to the teacher say them aloud and fill in the missing initial consonant, or identify words starting with the same letter, or point to a word as the teacher says it.

The teacher then brings the class together by directing attention to the picture on the board. She asks students about the picture, elicits vocabulary, and helps them make connections to their own life. Next, she reads the story aloud and asks comprehension questions. Learners practice reading the sentences together and to each other. 
The teacher points out two sounds present in a few words in the story, has learners practice contrasting them, and elicits words with similar sounds. She might do a quick “dictation” focusing on these two sounds, with students filling in the initial consonant of a few words selected from the story.  

The day’s activities can go in any direction from there. Learners can 

· Survey each other as to their family members; 
· Draw a picture of their family and label the members; 

· Practice a conversation to introduce family members; 
· Write a story about their own family, or

· Dictate a story to the teacher or a classmate, who writes it, has the student copy it, and reads it back.
Learners come to each class knowing “the routine” – i.e., that the class begins with the practice of words and phrases related to a lifeskills theme the group is studying. Learners also know that they are expected to take initiative and practice with each other – and the modeling of various pair and small-group activities during the first few weeks of class helps them understand how to do so. Learners feel a sense of community and purpose.  They are not all completing the same activity at the same time and in the same way, but they are all focusing on the same theme, which provides coherence and structure.
