
[image: image1.png]



NORTH CAROLINA COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM

H. Martin Lancaster, President







February 25, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO:

All Civic Education and Citizenship Coordinators and Instructors

FROM:
Karen M. Brown, ABE/ESL Coordinator, NCCCS

SUBJECT:
US Citizenship and Immigration Services’ (USCIS) Regional Conference
I am pleased to announce that North Carolina has been selected as a regional training location for the US Citizenship and Immigration Services’ (USCIS) free conference for civics and citizenship teachers of adults.  This free conference will be held at Wake Technical Community College from 8:00am to 5:00 pm on Friday, April 25, 2008.  

This conference has a two-fold focus:  to improve instructors’ skills in teaching U. S. history, civics, and the naturalization process, and to revisit the principles of the language acquisition process as it relates to the teaching task. 

Our special guest for the conference will be Alfonso Aguilar, the first Chief of the US Office of Citizenship, who was appointed in 2003 by President Bush.  The Office of Citizenship, under the leadership of Dr. Michael Jones, will conduct the training on teaching the principal documents of American democracy.  Dr. Ellen Graden, Associate Professor at Meredith College, will conduct the training on second language acquisition.  As a special session, Evelyn Woods, our National CASAS Trainer, will offer an introduction to the CASAS Citizenship Interview Test.

There is no registration fee for the training, but please complete and email the attached Registration Form and return to Karen Brown by April 11, 2008.  There is no on-site registration.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (919) 807-7140 or email me at kbrown@nccommunitycolleges.edu.  
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Please find enclosed/attached the conference invitation, registration form, hotel information, and tentative agenda.  Feel free to preview their online professional development web site at http://www.elcivicsonline.org/.  Additionally, the Civics and Citizenship Toolkit is now available at http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/toolkit.htm .  This resource is available to any immigrant-serving organization and you may order one for free.  Additional toolkits may be purchased from the US Government Printing Office Online Bookstore.

Enclosures

Cc:
Presidents


Senior Continuing Education Administrators
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MAILING ADDRESS: 5006 MAIL SERVICE CENTER ~ RALEIGH, NC 27699-5006


Street Address: 200 West Jones ~ Raleigh, NC 27603 ~ 919-807-7100 ~ Fax 919-807-7164


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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