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Expert Groups Report-Outs

Bringing Literacy to Life
Chapter 2 – “Approaches and Material”
Reported by Denise 
Key Points

A. 7 approaches (meaning-based)

1. functional

2. natural

3. communicative

4. whole language

5. language experiences

6. participatory

7. ethnographic

B. Teachers pick and choose from various approaches combining aspects with features of another.

C. Implement meaning-based approaches

1. Classroom strategies

2. Cases in point

3. Tips for teachers

Phonic Based – model holds that before a word can be understood as a unit, smaller parts.

Intrigues/Surprises

There are names for actions that, a teacher performs naturally.

Implementation

1. Publish your students’ work.

2. Provide opportunities to get the “big picture”.

Chapter 5 “Native Language Literacy”
Reported by Ana and Mary Ann 
1. First Language Skills result in greater competency in second language skills because it capitalizes on the social cultural and linguistic background of the students. It is reassuring and stimulating. Background knowledge is tapped and extended

2. When to teach literacy in the native language

Think first

· Which languages are promoted?

· How much either language is valued at home, school, community?

· How do the students depend on oral and/or written communication
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English only in America mentality

Chapter 7 “Curriculum”
Reported by Andrea Greer and Audrey Nelson-Ricks
Key Points

· Basic curriculum orientations:

· Common educational core

· Social and economic adaptation

· Development of cognitive processes

· Personal relevance

· Social Change

· Technological management of education

· Intrigues/Surprises

· Combining Orientations

· Moving from basic to integrated curriculum

· Developed to meet the needs of the students

· Implementation
· There is no right or wrong way to implement the curriculum
