Digital Storytelling Project
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“Giving Vulnerable Children and Youth Their Rights”

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



The Undugu Society of Kenya (USK) is an NGO based in Nairobi that works for the socio-economic empowerment of marginalized communities and vulnerable children and youth. USK does this by providing education and vocational skills training, rehabilitating and reintegrating children and youth living and/or working on the streets and capacity development of community members on different rights issues. Advocacy is a key strategy in USK which is aimed at enhancing the rights of our target groups.
USK is currently undertaking an innovative approach towards lobbying and advocacy on issues affecting the lives of vulnerable children and youth whom it works with. The organization, alongside The Advocacy Project, has been training 17 of its beneficiaries on how to write good blogs, take good photographs, and posting these materials online for the entire world to see. Some of the issues that the students have raised include:

· Police harassment

· Poverty

· Environmental degradation

· Drug use

· Post-election violence

· Life on the streets

· HIV/AIDS

· Among others…

USK and the learners will be using the material to advocate for children’s and youth’s rights and particularly on issues affecting them, on the local, national and international level. This includes advocacy related to serious policy and legislative reform as well as changing the public’s negative attitudes that tend to hold the children and youth back. Thus, this project gives the learners, especially those living and working on the streets, a chance to counter the overwhelmingly negative stereotypes that they face.

The project also embraces child and youth participation and aims to have it a youth-led initiative in the future. From September to November, the best students will be taken through a TOT (Training of Trainers) so that they are able to train other students and eventually effectively coordinate the project in 2009 and beyond.
[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]




For more information, including links to the students’ work visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.undugukenya.org/index.php/Digital-Storytelling-for-Advocacy.html" ��http://www.undugukenya.org/index.php/Digital-Storytelling-for-Advocacy.html�





USK is currently seeking donors to fund the project. If you are interested, please contact Ruth Kihiu at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ruth@undugukenya.org" ��ruth@undugukenya.org� or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.advocacynet.org/page/giveuskstorytelling" ��www.advocacynet.org/page/giveuskstorytelling�




















