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	OVAE Invites States. Others, to Place Content Standards Online 


	OVAE is inviting states and national organizations to contribute content standards in reading, math and English language acquisition to its Adult Education Content Standards Warehouse. This Web site is designed to help states develop and align content standards as well as plan for curriculum and professional development to implement standards-based education. The warehouse now provides access to content standards from 15 states and two national organizations, a guide for establishing state adult education standards and other national and international standards, and technical assistance materials. To contribute new or updated standards, contact Ronna Spacone.

	
	

	Is the U.S. Losing Its

Edge in Postsecondary Education?


	The rest of the world may be bypassing the United States when it comes to postsecondary education, according to a new report from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education, a non-profit California-based group. The report, Measuring Up 2008, raises concerns about persistent U.S. disparities in access and completion for low-income students and underrepresented minorities. These fast-growing populations will dominate a U.S. workforce that must compete in a global economy as better educated workers retire. The report says data from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, comprising the world's most developed countries, show that between 2003 and 2006, the U.S. slipped from fifth to seventh in the percentage of adults ages 18–24  enrolled in college, and from seventh to 10th in the percentage of adults 25–34 holding an associate degree or higher. The report also offers state-by-state report cards on six key measures of educational performance: preparation for college, participation, affordability, completion, benefits and learning.

	
	

	New Florida Curriculum 
Aims to Keep English

Learners Healthy
	The Florida Literacy Coalition has posted a new health literacy curriculum and corresponding student resource book, which integrates health literacy and English language learning (ELL). Staying Healthy: An English Learner's Guide to Health Care and Healthy Living focuses on increasing health literacy among ELL students. The curriculum encourages them to make healthy choices about nutrition and engage in preventive health care. The materials, funded by a grant from the Florida Department of Education’s Division of Workforce Education, are written at the 4th through 5th grade levels and correlate both to CASAS competencies and Florida Adult ESOL Course Standards.  
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