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	NRS Working Group 
To Meet on New
Reporting Categories
	OVAE’s Technical Work Group for the national contract “Promoting Program Accountability in Adult Education” will meet in Washington on Feb. 10–11, to consider proposed guidance and technical assistance for states on the new race and ethnicity reporting categories that will become effective on July 1, 2010. Other items slated for discussion include the pilot phase of a new distance education course on the National Reporting System for state staff, the content and scope of a new leadership academy for adult education state directors, and topics for the annual NRS training workshop this summer. State directors and stakeholders may contact the following persons who are members of the group to relay other questions or concerns that need to be addressed: California’s Debra Jones, Georgia’s Josephine Reed-Taylor, Kansas’ Diane Glass, Montana’s Margaret Bowles, New York’s Tom Orsini, North Carolina’s Randy Whitfield, Ohio’s Denise Pottmeyer, Rhode Island’s Johan Uvin, Texas’ Joanie Rethlake, ProLiteracy’s Peter Waite, and Florida’s Fort Pierce program director Anthony Iacono.

	
	

	State Plan Guidance

Posted on Web
	State directors can find OVAE’s adult education 2009 State Plan Guidance just posted in the legislative section of our Web site. State plan revisions, required for states to receive adult education allotments expected July 1, 2009, are due to OVAE April 1. States should contact area coordinators for technical assistance in preparing the revisions.

	
	

	NCES Releases
Literacy Rates
	The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) today released the National Assessment of Adult Literacy:  Indirect County and State Estimates of the Percentage of Adults at the Lowest Literacy Level for 1992 and 2003. The report provides estimates for all states and counties in the continental United States of the percentage of adults who lack basic prose literacy skills. It features an interactive Web tool that allows users to compare adult literacy rates by state, compare literacy rates by state or county, or trace adult literacy rates over time by state or county.  

	
	

	Community 

Colleges Help

Unemployed Adults
	Two community colleges are reaching out to adults in urgent need of more education right now. Indiana’s Normandale Community College in Bloomington is offering free tuition this spring for new entering students who are eligible for unemployment insurance. Minnesota’s Anoka-Ramsey Community College will cut tuition in half for all credit and non-credit courses for those who qualify for unemployment. The college combines that support with a payment plan for eligible students’ remaining share of the tuition.
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Visit OVAE at http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/index.html. 

