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	Assistant Secretary

Justesen Departs

For Utah Post
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	Assistant Secretary Troy R. Justesen departs from OVAE tomorrow for his new post as vice president for workforce, professional, and literacy development at Salt Lake Community College. He will be responsible for the college’s adult education and English language learning programs, career and technical education, and corporate training. Justesen supported Cheryl Keenan’s request early in his tenure to reinstate Thursday Notes as a service to the field. Justesen, in doing so, elevated Thursday Notes to the ranks of official U.S. Department of Education (ED) publications, and it remains the only weekly ED publication focusing on adult education and literacy.

	States Meet on Performance-based

Funding Options
	Fifteen states are participating in OVAE’s National Training Workshop on Performance-based Funding in Washington, D.C., Jan. 13–15. States participating in the technical assistance workshop include: Alabama, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah and Wisconsin. Sessions are providing a summary of how performance-based funding (PBF) systems operate in adult education, what guiding principles support PBF, and how to develop statewide PBF systems. A panel of state administrators are sharing their experience in using PBF to allocate adult education funds. 

	
	

	OVAE Launches
Certification for

STAR Trainers
	Ten states participating in OVAE’s STudent Achievement in Reading (STAR) project are meeting in D.C. Jan. 13–15 to launch a certification program for state trainers. Participating states are: California, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Maine, Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, and South Dakota. Certification candidates will participate in activities over the next 12 months and demonstrate mastery of the knowledge and skills necessary to deliver high-quality STAR training in their states.

	
	

	Is a College Degree

A Buffer Against

Unemployment?


	Adults with college degrees appear less likely than those lacking a high school credential to become unemployed, according to the Washington Post. November 2008’s unemployment rate of 3.1 percent among adults holding a college degree or higher was lower than the 6.7 percent rate for the general population that month–and far below the 10.5 percent rate for adults without a high school diploma. College-educated workers may have been more vulnerable to job loss in previous economic downturns, but they found jobs more quickly than workers who lacked a college degree, the Post reports.
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Thursday Notes contains Web site addresses and publications created and maintained by private organizations.  This information is provided for the reader’s convenience.  The U.S. Department of Education is not responsible for controlling or guaranteeing the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of this outside information.  Further, the inclusion of a publication, other commercially available products or a Web site address does not reflect the importance of the organization, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, or products or services offered.   Thursday Notes is a public document.  Feel free to share, clip and use Thursday Notes.











Visit OVAE at http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/index.html. 

