Presentation Proposal for John Haddox Conference

Abstract: Towards a Liberatory Pedagogy Grounded on Husserlian Phenomenology

I often do workshops for teachers and students (of multiple ethnicities) and show them an image similar to the following: 
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I ask participants what they see. The response by the vast majority is that they see a Mexican. I ask participants if they have ever seen a Mexican sleeping against a cactus, and the answer is always no. Participants agree that the image is obviously a stereotype of Mexicans, who are purportedly lazy, poor, drunk, etc. 

Another photo with accompanying narrative (below) stereotyping Mexicans was part of a presentation (July 2007) by an advertising company to City of El Paso officials to represent the image that El Paso supposedly has to outsiders. This was in reference to the need to redevelop the Segundo Barrio or Second Ward, the oldest neighborhood in the city, a predominantly Mexican neighborhood with a rich history and culture.   
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Contrasting the perception of the lazy, dirty, poor drunk Mexican is the perception that a representative of a large company once shared with me. According to this person, the corporate perception is that Mexicans are a hard working, docile and very cheap labor force. In fact, most Americans may not realize that most of the food that we consume has been planted, grown, harvested, picked, processed, slaughtered or packed by Mexican immigrants. In addition to agricultural work, Mexican immigrants work in factories, care for our yards, raise our children, repair our cars, build our houses, cook and clean for us, and until recently, they made many of our clothes (Muro, 2005). If Mexicans represent a positive force in the US, where do the negative images come from? I believe that the negative images serve the purpose of keeping Mexicans oppressed, docile and hard working. 

In this presentation, I will use Husserl’s Phenomenology to show how humans constitute the world subjectively and intersubjectively. I will stress the Husserlian argument that while individuals can critically and reflectively constitute their own experiences, many often rely on the “expert other”. I will articulate that this is because our constitutions are coercively and persuasively manipulated by oppressive pedagogies and other media that normalize certain constitutions which are never critically and reflectively engaged in educational settings.  The above images of Mexicans show how the media has constituted and normalized an extremely derogatory, racist and actually false image that goes unquestioned by traditional pedagogy. In contrast, I will articulate how a Freirian-Deweyan pedagogy represents a phenomenological alternative to traditional approaches and illustrate with a model implemented with Migrant GED students at El Paso Community College that resulted in the publication of two collections of stories and poetry written by students that are available in hardcopy or at http://bordersenses.com/memorias. 

