          Oakland Adult and Career Education (OACE) 

                Professional Development Training
A committee of several ESL OACE classroom teachers and teachers on special assignment, together with two administrators first came together in November 2006.  The committee has met weekly to discuss how to move forward professional development training with a focus on daily assessment in the classroom.  We chose to employ a PD design that supports teachers presenting exercises used in their daily practice, exercises that could be transformed into assessments for many purposes: a reflection tool for teachers to adjust their daily practice, informing students of their progress, informing teachers to whom students would be promoted, and providing data for administration and funding sources. Our format for PD training emerged from a solid and soaring belief that teachers could rise to the challenge of developing assessments, that teachers could train as well as learn from fellow teachers without employing experts in the field to conduct workshops.  In this scenario, each participant is a presenter/learner developing their individual PD learning portfolio and PD plan, although neither have been formally defined as such.  Some choose not to participate on the one end of the spectrum; others spend hours over and above what they are compensated for to form a product of quality and pride, and most fall somewhere in the middle. 

But the committee and presenters/learners were floundering.  Without examples of the myriad of acceptable and useful assessments, teachers had no guidelines to take daily practice to the next level ---- generating an assessment in one of the four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading or writing, at each of the six ESL levels.  I went to the web and retrieved references for this purpose.  The retrieved documents were compiled into three separate folders:  About Assessments, Sample Assessments and Background on Assessments.
A.  About Assessments Folder provided a basis for discussions by committee members and by teachers at large as we educated ourselves on the many facets of assessment.
· Creating Authentic Materials and Activities for the Adult Literacy Classroom by Eric Jacobson, et al.  Retrieved on 3/17/07 from the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) at www.ncsall.net   In upper right find google box; type in “Authentic Materials”; click on> NCSALL site search; click on> NCSALL: “The Impact of Use of Authentic Materials and Activities” to access Volume 6, Issue C, September 2003; at bottom of page click on> blue green word “online” to access the full report. 

· "Portfolio Assessments, Student Self Report, Other Forms of Learner-Contextualized Assessment: Teacher Observations, Conferences"  pp. 92-96 
· "Points to Remember" pp. 103 - 104    
· Assessment documents/Coalition for Essential Schools (EFF)  1998 Fall Forum workshop given by Excelsior High School.  Presented by Cathy Crist, Diane Guill, Patricia Harmesk, Chris Lake.  Retrieved 3/6/07 from http://www.essentialschools.org/cs/resources/view/ces_res/124                                                        Short, easy to read, and to the point papers titled:

· Defining Assessments
· Purposes of Assessment
· What are the Strengths of My Current Assessment System?
· Tips for Managing an Assessment System
· “Using Rubrics” by Bill Kast published in “Teacher to Teacher”.  Retrieved 3/6/07 from Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) at www.eric.ed.gov                      Enter ERIC # ED458392.   Easy to read introduction to rubrics and how to develop one.

· "Describing the Task" and “Selecting Tasks for Performance Assessments” Adapted from Herman, Aschbacher and Winters (1992). Retrieved 3/20/07 from Instructional Intranet Chicago Public School at http://intranet.cps.k12.il.us/Assessments  Click on> Ideas and Rubric; click on> Performance Assessment Tasks; click on> Describing the Task or Selecting Tasks for Performance Assessment
· California Standards for the Teaching Profession:  Assessing Learning  www.ctc.ca.gov/reports/cstpreport.pdf    
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B.  Sample Assessments Folder:  Compiled to use in small break out level groups as examples of assessment tools.
· Learning Logs/Equipped for the Future  Retrieved on 3/6/07 from http://eff.cls.utk.edu/toolkit/tools_learning_logs.htm

· Improving Performance, Reporting Results: Scoring Rubric Template--EFF Performance Level 1  Retrieved on 03/07/07 from http://eff.cls.ulk.edu/PDF/RWU_Assessment.pdf   Click on> Improving Performance, Reporting Results to find these references:                                                                                                              Scoring Rubric Template--EFF Performance Level 1; The Accountability Assessment Prototype for Read With Understanding; p. 35                                                                   Model Assessment Task:  Reading Utility Bills pp. 49 - 55                                                            Model Assessment Tasks:  Delivering Interoffice Mail  pp.37 – 40

· Understanding Scoring Rubrics:  A Guide for Teachers by Boston, Carol, editor.  Retrieved on 3/6/07 from Equipped for the Future Teaching & Learning Toolkit http://eff.cls.utk.edu/toolkit    Or retrieve from Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC). In upper right, find ERIC google search box and enter> ED471518; click on> search.  Go to page 78 of the original text, (labeled page 85 in “best copy available”)  

· In House Forms of student learning logs:  Verb Chart Assessment; ESL Diary; Do I Know These Words?

· Did I Use English"  from "A New Start" by Linda Mrowick and Peter Furnborough; Heinemann Educational Books. Form to be filled out by students chronicling their use of English outside the classroom.

· Generic Assessment Rubrics for Oral Communication. Listening and Speaking, and Writing from "English, No Problem" by Minicz, Elizabeth and Marcia L. Taylor; New Readers Press

C. Background on Assessment:  Compilation of articles that provide in depth discussion of assessment, assessment tools, assessment tracking on a more academic level than the committee undertook; used by some members to broaden their knowledge of assessments.  

 


· Assessment and Second Language Study:  What and Why? by Charles R. Hancock, The Ohio State University, July 1994.  Retrieved on 3/19/2007 from Outreach and Technical Assistance Network for Adult Educators (OTAN).  www.otan.dni.us  Click on> Research & Reference; click on> Library Collections; click on> Online Documents; click on> English (Second Language); click on >Alternative Assessment

· It Belongs to Me:  A Guide to Portfolio Assessment in Adult Education Programs by Hanna Arlene Fingeret, 1993.Retrieved on 3/19/2007from Outreach and Technical Assistance Network (OTAN).  www.otan.dni.us   Click on> Research & Reference; click on> Library Collections; click on> Online Documents; click on> Assessment folder.  On second page click on> “It Belongs to Me . . . .”  There are four parts to this report:

· PT01  Acknowledgements and Introduction

· PT02  Assessment Purposes and Models

· PT03  Implementing Portfolio Assessment

· PT04: Summary and Conclusion   

· Knowledge in Action:  The Promise of Project-Based Learning  Retrieved on 3/20/07 from the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy (NCSALL) at www.ncsall.net    Click on> Publications in the top bar; click on> Focus on Basics in left column; read down the list to Volume 2, Dec 1998;  click on Project-Based Learning; click on> “Knowledge in Action”.  
· "The Purpose of Assessment is to Drive Instruction" and the "Learner Questionaire" Retrieved from National Institute for Literacy INIFL) at nifl.gov/readingprofiles/PF_MC_Using_Assessments.htm.
· Assessment documents/Coalition for Essential Schools  Retrieved on 03/07/07 from  http://www.essentialschools.org/cs/resources/view/ces_res/124        Find these titles:

"Purposes of Assessment; Protocol for Looking at Student Work"                                                                          "Definition of Performance Assessment"                                                                    "Defining Assessment"                                                                                                 "Exhibitions:  Facing Outward, Pointing Inward"                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      "Anatomy of an Exhibition"                                                                               

"Consultancy for Portfolio Presentation"                                                           

"Managing Alternative Assessment"                          

· Introduction to Performance Assessment Scoring Rubric/Instructional Intranet Chicago Public Schools. Retrieved on 03/07/07 from http://intranet.cps.k12.il.us/Assessments  Go down list, click on> Rubric How-To’s – MidLinks Teacher Resource Room; click on> #3 Alternative Assessment Resources; click on> words in blue “Ideas and Rubrics” and select from a menu of topics:              

 
Introduction
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            Performance Assessment = Task + Rubric
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            General vs. specific rubrics
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            Take a test drive!
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            Using your rubric
            Reference                                                                                        
· "Using Portfolio Assessment in EL Civics Classes in California"/ California Adult Education Research Digest Research Digest No. 1/Performance Assessment  June 2003    Retrieved on 03/08/07 from OTAN; click on>Research; click on>California Adult Research
· “Developing Classroom Performance Assessments and Scoring Rubrics –Part II.”  Retrieved on 3/16/07 from ERIC www.eric.ed.gov  Enter ERIC  #ED481715 2003-06-00.
 
