Ten Criteria for Selecting a Core Text for ESL
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	1.
	Natural Language

Would native speakers sound like this?
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	2.
	Adult Content

Do the topics / issues reflect the lives and language needs 
of adult immigrants?
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	3.
	Receptive before Productive Activities

Do listening activities precede speaking activities?

Reading before writing?
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	4.
	Controlled to Free Activities

Are activities structured from controlled (only one correct answer possible) to free (many possible answers)?
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	5.
	Opportunities to Manipulate Items

to Make Them One’s Own

Do learners have the opportunity to use the language to
talk about themselves and their experiences?


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6.
	Real-life Applications

Are the materials tied to real-life whenever possible?

Is there a strong emphasis on using the target language 
outside of the classroom?
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	7.
	Multiple Exposure for Items Learned

Is there adequate practice provided?

Is material recycled /reviewed?
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	8.
	Balanced and Realistic Skill Integration

Are all four skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing)
practiced in each lesson?

Are the skills used in realistic ways?
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	9.
	Clear/Uncluttered Layout

Are the pages easy to read, or are they crowded or too busy?
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	10.
	Clear Directions

Is it clear from the written instructions what the teacher and learners are expected to do with the material on each page?
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