Criteria for Selecting a Text for Adult ELLs
	
	
	Almost never
	Not regularly
	About half of the time
	Regularly
	Consistently 

	1.
	Natural Language

Would native speakers sound like this?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2.
	Adult Content

Does the content reflect the lives & language of adult ELLs?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3.
	Receptive before Productive Activities

Do listening and reading activities precede speaking and listening activities?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4.
	Controlled to Free Activities

Are activities structured from only one correct answer possible (controlled) to many possible answers (free)?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5.
	Opportunities to Personalize Activities and Items

Do learners have the opportunity to use the language to
talk about themselves and their experiences?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6.
	Real-life Applications

Are the materials tied to real-life whenever possible to emphasize using language outside the classroom?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7.
	Multiple Exposure for Items Learned

Is there adequate practice provided through recycling and reviewing material?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8.
	Balanced and Realistic Skill Integration

Are all four skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing)
practiced in realistic ways in each lesson? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9.
	Clear and Uncluttered Layout

Do pages have a clear presentation, not cluttered with a lot of details?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10.
	Clear Directions

Is it clear from the written instructions what the teacher and learners are expected to do with the material on each page?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11.
	Curriculum/Content Standards
Does it address all or most of the curriculum/content standards used by ELL teachers at the adult education program?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12.
	Teacher Manual

Does the teacher’s manual have these characteristics & items?

· Clear, uncluttered and easy to scan for items

· Ideas for activities for practicing all four language skills

· Vocabulary list and grammar tips

· Suggestions for group and individual projects

Suggestions for community-based projects
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13.
	Price

Is the cost reasonable for most students to purchase?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13 – 26 

Lower than Average
	27 – 51
Average
	52 – 65 

Above Average

	
	
	


Developed by Catherine Porter and Elliot Judd for the TESOL Academy held at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 6/01

