ESL Core Textbook Review Form
Title of Text Reviewed:
                                           Publisher:  ____________________
Reviewer’s Name:

                                                  
I.  Checklist to review supporting components of core texts:

Does the text have the following?

	
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	1. Workbook

a. Audio support for workbook?

b. Answer key in back?

c. Can it be used independently by student?
	
	
	

	2. Teacher’s Edition ?

a. Is it free with a class set?

b. What is included in the TE?


	
	
	

	3. Reproducibles available?
	
	
	

	4. Overhead transparencies available?
	
	
	

	5. Are tests included?

a. Unit tests?

b. Placement test for series?

c. Mid-term or multi-chapter review tests?

d. Final test ?
	
	
	

	6. Are there CASAS type life-skill reading exercises in the text or workbook?
	
	
	

	7. Are there Audio CDs with the text?

a. Are listening scripts provided?  Where are they?
b. Is there an audio CD for students? Does it come with the book?

c. Is there a separate audio CD for the teacher?
	
	
	

	8. Are there materials to accommodate multi-level instruction?
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	9. Is there software to accompany the series?

a. Is the software stand alone or web-based?


	
	
	

	10.  Are there other components that go with this series? If so, what are they?


	
	
	

	11.  Cost Issues:

a. Is the price reasonable for students?

b. Is there a bundled option ( text + workbook sold together) ?

c. Is the Teacher’s edition sold separately?

d. Are reproducibles sold separately?
	
	
	


Comments:
II.  Does the textbook correlate with the California Model Standards?

	Essential Elements according to California Model Standards
	
	

	Criteria
	If yes, describe how
	If no, describe how not

	Is the content relevant to students’ needs?  Example: vocational content, general survival content, or academic content.
	
	

	Are the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) integrated?  Example: listening, speaking, reading, and writing exercises are related to the same theme.
	
	

	Are the receptive skills introduced before the instructor requires students to produce?  Example: a listening exercise develops comprehension of content to be used in speaking practice.
	
	

	Are the vocabulary, grammar and functions integrated?  Example: a grammar point (i.e. WH questions) is taught in context of the lesson’s theme (i.e. employment).
	
	

	Do the interactive practice activities require meaningful interchanges?  Example: students interview each other to obtain information about job ads.
	
	

	Are the interactive practice activities conducive to a variety of grouping strategies? Example: small group tasks, paired activities.
	
	

	Do the textbook practices accommodate a variety of learning styles? Example: visuals accompany print: tasks require students to move around the room (kinesthetic).
	
	

	Do the practice activities promote cross-cultural awareness?  Example: students are asked to share their personal experiences related to the lesson’s theme.
	
	

	Do the practices promote critical thinking in problem-solving situations?  Example: exercise asks students to prioritize values or analyze consequences of solutions to a problem.
	
	


	III.   Is the textbook student-friendly?  Respond yes or no to the following questions:



	1
	Yes
No
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	Is the print large enough?

	2
	Yes
No
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	Is the format appropriate (e.g. not too much on the page for lower levels)?

	3
	Yes
No
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	Are the pictures interesting, helpful, appropriate, and supportive of the text?

	4
	Yes
No
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	Are the graphics helpful and supportive of the text, i.e., do they relate directly to the print?

Do they help the student comprehend the print?

	5
	Yes
No
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	Is the material visually attractive?
For example, are the colors appealing and are the illustrations engaging?

	6
	Yes
No
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	Can the student textbook be used on a non-consumable basis?  Can the student textbook be used as a loaner book (without requiring a lot of writing in the book)?

	7 
	Yes
No
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	Are there a sufficient number of exercises in the book, workbook, and other ancillaries to reinforce each learning objective?

	8
	Yes
No
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	Are the directions clear for each exercise?


